Induſiry and Diligence in our Callings carneſily recommended: 1 
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1 CoR. vii. 20. 


Let every Man abide in the ſame Callin 
8 herein he was called. 


HE Senſe and Meaning of this Exhortation to 
Corinthians, is, that every Man ſhould continue 
the /ame Buſineſs and Employment in which 
was engaged before he was converted to the Chi 
ain Faith. 8 Ag 

And the Deſign of it is to ſhew, that the Profeſſion of G 

ſtianity, makes no Calling or Profeſſion of Life unlawful, whi 
before was lawful, nor diſcharges any Man from the Duties! 
an wſeful and active Life, but does in the moſt plain and expil 
Manner enforce them. | A 
| Thoſe who have interpreted this Text into an Obligation. 
to change that particular Way, and Courſe of Buſineſs, in wh 
they have been educated, and in which they have been employ 
have evidently trained the Meaning of it. | | 

For the World, and all that is in it, is of a mutable Na 
the Dependencies upon any particular Calling are uncertain, 
it is unreaſonable to imagine, that the Providence of God, 
fach Caſes, obliges any Man to ſuch a particular Employm 
in which, he cannot live, either with Credit, or Subfiftence. 

To abide in the ſame Calling, does not only fignify a C 
ance in our ſeveral Stations and Employments, but does 
import a conſtant Attendance upon them, a faithful Executia 
them, and a wiſe and prudent Conduct in the Management © 
our temporal Affairs. "2 
The Words thus explain'd, recommend to us the Rel 
And Neceſſity, as well as the Uſefulneſs and Importance of ail 
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e and induſtrious Life; ſo that I ſhall conſider them, ſuitably 


the Solemnity of this Day's Appearance, as repreſenting to us 
momentous Truth, namely, 


Firſt, That every Man is obliged, in that Station of Life, 
in which the Providence of God has placed him, to per- 
ſue the Buſineſs, which is proper and peculiar to it, with 
Induſtry and Application. | 


Secondly, I ſhall ſhew how uſeful and neceſſary the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of Colonies, that more particularly which I am now 
oblig d to conſider, is for that Purpoſe. And then, 


Thirdly, I ſhall conclude the whole Diſcourſe, with a more 
- eſpecial Addreſs to thoſe whom Providence has moſtly im- 
powered to promote ſo uſeful and excellent a Deſign. And, 


Fit, I ſhall prove, that every Man is obliged in that Station 
Life, in which the Providence of God has placed him, to per- 
the Buſineſs, which is proper and peculiar to it, with Induſtry 


Application. 
And this will evidently appear, if we conſider, 


Firſt, For what Ends God Almighty did originally create Man, 
the Reaſons why he created him in that manner he has done. 
Secondly, If we reflect on thoſe natural Abilities and Accom- 
hments with which he has endow'd him. And, /a/ftly, to 
mplete the. Argument, I ſhall ſhew, that the Exerciſe of 7he/e 
ral Powers and Abilities, is not only an Act of Religion, 

is alſo an Obligation of Civil Prudence, and of Public Good. 
And, iet, I ſhall conſider for what Ends God Almighty did ori- 
ally create Man, and the Reaſons why he formed him in the 
nner he has done. 

or there is nothing which God does, but he has a View to 
End in doing it. To act otherwiſe, would be inconſiſtent 
bh Supreme Wiſdom. | a 
=... Now 
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Now the Deſign and Intendment of God in the Creation 
of Man, was not to ſend him into the World, as the Levia- 
than into the Deep, only to take his Paſtime therein. | 

Idleneſs and Impertinence, the doing nothing, or nothing to the 
Purpoſe, does neither comport with the Dzgnity of a Man, nor 
with the /everal Capacities he is in of doing good. 

The Bleſſed Saviour of the World, was ſo ſenfible of this, | 
that he condeſcended to chooſe his Parents out of the labori- 
ous Part of Mankind, and it 1s credibly reported of him, that 
he might be recorded as an eminent Example of Induſtry to 


future Times, that he was Aſſiſtant to his Father in bis own 


Calling. 

The wiſe Man has deſcribed the M:/chief and Inconventences 
of an indolent, and unactive Life with great Elegancy *. I went, 
ſays he, by the Field of the Slothful, and by the Vineyard of the] 
Man void of Underſtanding, and lo, it was over-grown with Thorns, | 
and Nettles had covered the Face thereof, and the Stone-Wall thereof 
was broken down. Net a little Sleep, a little Slumber, a little folding 
of the Hands to Sleep; ſo ſhall thy Poverty come as one that tra- 
velleth, and thy Want as an armed Man. | 

But this will more fully appear, if we conſider the Make and 
Formation of the human Body, which points out to us, in the 
very Structure of it, that Man was originally created for La- 


| bour and Action. 


The Figure and Proportion of it, in all its Parts, is not on- 
ly beautiful and elegant, but is alſo þ maſculine, attive, and 


/trong, which plainly ſhews that the great Author of Nature 


did fir/t intend Man for an induſtrious Creature. 
The firm Contexture of the Bones, the Strength of the Nerves 
and Snews, and the Situation indeed of all the Veſſels of the Body, 


are /o admirably contriv'd and compacted together, and ſo rongly 


fortified by the Hand of God, that we as plainly ſee the 
Power of God in their Strength, as we read the Wiſdom of God 
in their Operations +. Thou haſt clothed me, ſays holy Job, with 


Skin and Fleſh, and haſt fenced me with Bones and Sinews ||. It is 


Prov. xxiv. 30, &c. f 703 x. 11. | P/al. xviii. 32, 34. 
God 
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Nee! is broken by mine Arms. 
There is one Obſervation, which naturally occurs to our 
Thoughts upon this Argument, and that is, That tho' all the 
Parts of the Body have a diſtinct Office, yet the Wiſdom of God 
bas /o framed them, that zhey all act in a joint Aſſiſtance of, and 
in a juſt Subſerviency to one another. And this is no more than 
what is confirm'd by divine Philoſophy. For as St. Paul in- 
form.us *, That as we may have many Members in one Body, jo 
all Members have not the ſame Office. Their Offices, and it is no- 
thing but what we ourſelves muſt obſerve, are diſtinct, tho' we can- 
not but obſerve at the ſame Time, the /ubſerviency of one to the 
orher; ſo that the Eye cannot ſay to the Hand, I have no need 
of thee, nor again the Head to the Feet, I have no need of you. 
If we conſider alſo the Nature and Conſtitution of the human 
Soul, we ſhall perceive, that it is inſtrumental to the Body in all 
Its Operations. There is no Principle in the whole Compaſs of 
Nature, /o lively, vigorous and active, as the Soul of Man, 


as it is continually employ'd in Thought and Reflection, for it 


can no more ceaſe to think, than it can ceaſe to be, as if the 
Very Being of it conſiſted in A#:0v. It is the peculiar Office of 
Bit to concert, and contrive, and direct all the Affairs of human 
Life, ſo that no Bufineſs in any Calling can poſſibly be man- 
aged or tranſacted without it. 

For what Reaſon then can it be conceived, that God Almighty 
was pleaſed to beautify and adorn the Soul with ſo many intellectual 
Powers and Accompliſhments, unleſs it be to be /ub/ervient to 
the Body in all its Offices and Operations ? 

But I ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak more largely on this Subject 
under the next Head; and, therefore, that God created Man for 
a Life of Imdu/iry and Action will appear further, from à Confi- 
ration of thoſe natural Abilities and Endowments, with which 
be has furnſh'd him. 
For this evidently is the State and Condition of every Man 
living, that he has ſome Powers and Faculties, ſome Accompliſh- 
ments of Mind, or ſome Abilities of Body, which he is capable 


® x Cor. xii. 12, 217 


ud that ghrdeth me with Strength, ſays David, fo that a Bow of 


92 
of improving to his own Good, the Benefit of others, or the Gl 
of God in the Higheſt. | | 

There is not any one Order or Claſs of Men, who can uf 
plead an Immunity from theſe Obligations. This was the origin 
Deſign of Providence in beſtowing theſe Diſpenſations upon ug 
and the beſt and moſt proper Uſe of them is, to employ then 
to thoſe Ends for which he gave them. J 

And as the Diſpenſation of theſe Powers and Capacities is uni 
verſal, and extends to all Mankind, fo by Conſequence, the Ob 
ligation to illuſtrate and exert them is uni verſal alſo. The mon 
Power, and the larger Capacity any Man has to do Good, 
greater Reaſon he has to do it; and the heavier will be his As 
count, and the more ſevere his Puniſhment for not doing it. 

The Man of Affluence and high Birth is not thereby diſcharged 
from ſuch Offices as are humane and bounteous, however he may 
be privileged from a laborious Servitude. As the Influence and Au 
thority of ſuch a one is more viſible, and his Example more pref 
valent, he may communicate His Virtues to others in a more en 
tenſive Manner, and “ let his Light ſo ſhine before Men, that 
they may fee his good Works, and glorify his Father which is 
Heaven. | 

That God has endow'd Men with /uch Powers, and diſtinguiſh 
them by ſeveral Capacities of doing Good, is fully explain'd in th 
Parable of the Talents, a Word, which there imports not onli 
all our natural Faculties and Accompliſhments, ſuch as Rea 
Judgment, Memory, and the lixe, but alſo all the outward Di 
penſations of God's Providence, as Riches, Honour and Preferment 
and not only ſo, but it includes in it alſo, all thoſe Acquiſition 
of Learning, Knowledge, and all thoſe Gifts of his more eſpg 
cial Providence, and diſtinguiſbing Grace, whereby we are enabld 
to do good, and excel others, The Deſign of the whole Paral 
is to repreſent to us the Nature of Induſtry and Improvement 
every Calling and Office of Lije. 

It is a Reflection 4worr7hy of our ſerious Obſervation, that tl 
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ons So inanimate Part of the Creation preach to us a filent Lec- 


e on Diligence and Induſtry ; they too have their ſeveral Callings. 
The whole elementary World is all in Motion, and conſtantly 
according to thoſe ſtated Laws, which the God of Nature 
preſcribed for a more regular Adminiſtration of it. The Sun, 
he Moon, and the Stars, are induſtrious to execute their Office; 
be Sun to rule the Day, and the Moon and the Stars to govern 
be Night. | 

But I now proceed to finiſh the Argument I am upon, by 
Ibewing, That the Exerciſe of thoſe natural Powers and Ca- 
bactties is not only an Af of Religion, but is alſo an Obligation 
civil Prudence, and Publick Good. 

That Man might not live in a State of Inactivity, God Al- 
mighty has been pleas'd to ſpecify hat Portion of Time he has 
appointed for bat Purpoſe. Six Days ſhalt thou labour, and dh 
all that thou haſt to do, is not only a ceremonial Part of the Fewiſh 
, but is alſo of moral Obligation, and a poſitive Command, 
o perſue our ſeveral Callings and Employments. : 

And this Doctrine is no leſs agreeable to the Deſign and Tenor 
bf the Goſpel. For tho' the Goſpel in its own Nature is a Sy/- 
em of Spiritual Labour and Employment, yet it no where for- 
bids any Engagements in the temporal Affairs of Life, and has 

ade it a Part of our Religion to do fo. It is laid down by 
bt. Paul as a religious Maxim *, That if a Man will not work, 
i 7s not fitting that he ſhould eat; and by the fame Apoſtle it 
& imputed as a Crime to be + flothful in Buſineſs. | 

The Proſecution of our ſeveral Callings is no way incompa- 
able with the Offices of Religion; it is an Inſtance of Obedience 
ind Duty, provided we conſecrate that Part of Time which God 
has appointed to bis Worſhip and Service. | 
And to act in this Manner is no leſs an AF of civil Prudence. 

The principal Reaſon why Men firſt formed themſelves into 
loczety was, that they might be a Security, and promote the In- 
reſt of one another. 


® 2 Theſ. iii. 10. + Rom. x. 11. 
How 
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How theſe great Ends could be accompliſhed by Indolence' an 
| Ilenefs, it is impoſſible to conceive. The Wants and Neceſjitial 
of Men are ſo numerous in this State of Things, that they coul 
not be ſupplied without Induſtry and Care; and the World woulg 
be a very wnſociable and unpleaſant Place, if Men were to lie dow 
in Lazineſi and Eaſe. 

And therefore it has been the Wiſdom of all Nations to reſtrai 
and puniſh Idleneſs by wholſome Severities, as a publick Evil; aj 
Evil which is highly deſtructive to private Perſons and Families) 
but which is much more injurious to States and Kingdoms. 

But this Truth is / obvious and plain that I ſhall leave it wit 
this Reflection only, That where 1dleneſs over-runs a People 
Ignorance muft of Courſe prevail, and where Ignorance takes it 
Seat in any Nation, a Spirit of Confiſon and Faction, Dijorde 
and Luxury, exceſſive Drinking, Gaming and Irreligion quite over4 
turns it. I come now, in the | 


Second Place, To ſhew how uſeful and neceſſary the Eftablifhd 
ment of Colonies, that more eſpecially, which I am now obliged td 
confider, is to the Ends of Diligence and Labour. 


The Eſtabliſhment of Colonies in antient Times was a Poli 
almoſt peculiar to the Roman State. By this means they enlarged 
their Dominicns, extended their Fame, and carried on their Cn 
queſts every where with Glory and Succeſs They conſider d ſack 
Expedients as theſe, as neceſſary to improve their Revenues, and 
enrich their Government ; to keep up a Spirit of Induſtry among 
the People, and to extirpate all ſuch Vices as were dangerous td 
the Common-wealth ; ſuch as Theft, Rapine, Effeminacy, Idle 
neſs, Luxury, and the like. 

It was one of the diſtinguiſbing Glories of the Reign of Quad 
El:zabeth, and there ſprung up at that Time a noble Race of Met 
” promote the Deſign, that ſhe employ'd her Royal Care in plant 

Colomes, + 

The Uſeſulneſs and Advantageouſneſs of theſ Settlements in ou 
Plantations does not only viſibly appear, at this Day, in the immeꝝ 
Effects they tend us, but the Profirs of them are like to deſcens 
to future Times, to the Children that are yet unborn. Th 
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loyment of our Poor, the Improvement of our Manu- 
ures, the Increaſe of our Revenues, the Enrichment of our Mer- 
Pts, are all of them the glorious Conſequences of theſe Eſtabliſb- 
Pts; Bleſſings that are like to 14ſt, as long as the Plantations 
emſelvues. | 
— what leſs, in all human Probability, can be expected from 
i preſent Settlement in GEORGIA? How have a few Years Suc- 
5 zncreas'd our Hopes, and enlarged the Proſpect of Benefits, 
ich After-ages ſhall reap from ſo wife, or weful and beneficial 
Eſtabliſhment. 
If this Deſign had been 2/-concerted, or carry'd on with a 
zew only to private intereſt, or if this Project was not calculated 
pr the Good of this Nation; If the Direction and Management of it 
was either in baſe and mercenary, or in unjuſt or unſtilful Hands, 
if the Succeſs of it was highly improbable, nothing could be ſaid 
Favour of it, much leſs in its Vindication. 
But as this Scheme, contrived for the Benefit of the Kingdom, 
bas employed the Thoughts and Studies of our Counſellors and wiſe 
Men, as it has received the Approbation of Men feilful in Bufineſs = 
Ind Trade, and, further, as it has been amply encouraged by Royal 
Bounty and Munificence, there is 70 Room to doubt, but that the 
Reaſons for ſuch an Eſtabliſhment are as ſtrong as the Ends of it 
advantageous | | 
Nor is it poflible to conceive that his Scheme can be carry'd on 
with any View to private Intereſt. For thoſe mo? eminent and 
pmourable Perſons who have undertaken the Truſt and Direction 
this Eftabliſhment, have intirely diſclaimed all Proſpects of ſelſiſb 
Advantage. They are for ever excluded from all Profits and Emo- 
| ments which may ariſe from the Succeſs of this Undertaking. 
The Nobleneſs of their Birth, and the Dignity of thoſe Stations 
hey fo eminently fill, exempt them from all Suſpicion of Fraud 
| Collufion, as not only contributing to the Deſign in a bountiful 
Manner tbemſelves, but as promoting the Encouragement of it in 
bers. Their Time and Thoughts, their Labour and Aſſiſtance, 
y cheerfully offer to finiſh this Eſtabliſhment. This is all they 
re and expect to have for ſo much Pains and Care, and Diligence 
| 8 ' unleſs 
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h a 
unleſs it be that „lid Satigfaction, that ſubſtantial Pleaſure, à 
that laſting Foy which ariſes from do1ng Good. | 

And then in the next Place what can be ſaid of the vifible Py 
| pett of Succeſs in this Defign, or rather what cannot be jaid of 1 
The very Beginnings of it preſage well. The Eye of Provide 
at preſent overlooks it, and the Hand of Providence, we doubt x 
will preſerve it. 

All future Events, tis true, are at God's Diſpoſal, and whaten 
Defigns are formed meerly by human Wiſdom, are many times ba 
and confounded, and the Schemes contrived by it, as not being dir 
ted to ſome good End, come to nothing. N 

But this can be no Plea againſt this Efabliſbment, for the De 
of it is not only commendable but uſeful, and not only fo, but it 
charitable and religious alſo; it tends to promote the Good of . 
Nation, to redreſs the Exigencies of Men, and to ſupport Vir 
under Sufferings and Per fecutton. fi 

There is yet further Reaſon to believe that Providence will aui 
this Deſign, and that the Bleſſings of Heaven will attend it; 
cauſe it is owing to the Care and Vigilance of thoſe who prej 
over it, that they have had a principal Regard to Piety and Relips 
and the Offices of it, in its firſt Eſtabliſhment. 

It is and always has been a juſt Obſervation, that thoſe Dead 
which have been founded upon Principles of Piety, Charity A 
honejt Induſtry, have had an uncommon Succeſs. There is a m 
than ordinary Providence always attends them, and it is 0 | 


this Eſtabliſhment, that it is founded upon ſo ſure a Foundation. 
to ſend our People into a deſert, uncultivated Place; to put t 
upon the Labours of a ſervile Calling, without the Refreſhml 
and Comforts of a religious Inſtruction, would vi/ibly caſt a Ref 
tion upon it, and it would then be juſtly cenſured as a ſelfiſh De 
contrived only to ſerve the Intereſt of ſome particular Men. 

I ſhall now conclude this Diſcourſe, with a more efpecial Ad 
to thoſe, whom kind Providence has moſtly empower'd to promot 
10% ful and excellent a Defign. | 

To you therefore, whom our good and gracious God has} 
abled by your Wealth and Opulence to be liberal and beneficent 
thoſe below you, and whom he _ therefore diſtinguiſb d from 
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Mins | jour Part of Mankind ; and I would exe you, 


vs it is your Happineſs to be exempted from all ſervile Labour, 
bas you are not forced by Poverty and Want, to leave your native 
try, that you will not conſider your/ſefves as under no Obli- 
dens to ſuch Offices, as are honourable, good natur d, and in- 
0s. 
It is beneath the Station you are in, and the Dignity of an 
ed Fortune to degenerate into a little, ſelſſb and contracted 
urit. The more noble and excellent your Stations are, the more 
ey ought to exalt your Character and add a Luſtre to your Honour 
d Greatneſs. = | 
If we judge of Things 7:ghtly and according to Reaſon, this is 
e peculiar Honour and Privilege of thoſe who move in an higher 
to ſhed their Influence on thoſe beneath them. 
The chief Care of the lower Claſs of Men, is to provide Necęſſaries 
themſelves; but as God Almighty has been pleas'd to /ft you up 
eb a Height of Afﬀiuence, as you are free — thoſe Toils and 
s which diſtract and incumber them, even Gratitude always a 
nailing Principle with thoſe of a liberal and ingenuous Education, 
Il excite you 70 give freely, becauſe ye have freely received. 
But there is a greater Obligation upon thoſe who have not, as yet, 
n fouched with a Senſe of the Migfortunes and Wants of their 
ethren. | | 
The whole repreſentative Body of the Nation, is even again 
pyed with Bowels of Pity and Compaſſion towards tbem. 
As the Rich in a more particular Manner depend upon their In- 
fry, I humbly beg, you will give them leave to depend upon 
ry Encouragement. | 
As it is their conſtant Labour to clothe you in Silk and glorious 
Parel; may the God of Mercy give you a relenting and com- 
Ponate Heart to feed and clothe them, always remembring, that 
y obo ſhew no Mercy, ſhall have Fudgment without Mercy. But 
this Eftabliſhment is intended to be of national Advantage, and 
in all Appearance, prove an wniver/al publick Good to this 
zedom, I perſuade myſelf that there is no Neceſſity of ufing 
Arguments to preſs us all to ſupport it. If this Undertak- 
be Matter of common Intereſt, ſure Iam, that all Orders and 
1 Pro- 
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Profeſſions of Men are obliged, with all their Power, to encourage 
it, and to perſuade others to join in a general Contribution to it. 

If we have any Love for ourſelves, any Concern for the Good of 
our Country, any Sparks of Loyalty to his Majeſty to whom we 
have ſworn Allegiance, any Obedience to our Superiors, or any 
regard for Poſterity, wwe muſt not, we cannot deny our Aſfiftance. 

I would urge this laſt Argument, if the Time would permit 
me, with all the Force of Reaſon IJ am Maſter of. For it is a 
God-like Temper of Mind to do good to theſe from whom we 
can have no ſelfiſh Proſpect, nor expect any Return; and a fincere 
Complacency and Dele&ation muſt ariſe in the Soul of that Man, 
whoſe Beneficence extends itſelf to future Times. 

But there is ſtill another Circumſtance, and that I muſt declare 
as a very moving one which recommends this Eſtabliſhment, at 
leaſt a great Part of the Perſons concern'd in it, to our moſt 
Chriſtian Compaſſion, and that is, that they were forced by the 
Fury of Popiſh Zeal and Bigottry, to leave their Native Country. 
They have been compelled, having no certain Habitations, to ule the 
Words of the Apoſtle “, to wander about, being deſtitute, afflic- 
ted, tormented. 

This was the miſerable Dilemma that theſe unhappy Sufferers were 
put to, they muſt either viclate their Conſcience, and diſavom their 
Religion, or endure the Severities of Perſecution and flarve. 
Io renounce their Religion was Apoſtaſy, and ts depart from the 
true and living God; and to want the Neceſſaries of Life, to be ex- 
poſed to Hunger and Thirſt, to Cold and Nakedneſs, is ſhocking to hu- 


man Nature, an Encounter in which the very beſt of Men have been 
too often foiled. 


* 


Theſe are ſuch Difficulties and Trials, as are grievous to Fleſh 
and Blood, and it requires a great Meaſure of divine Grace, a more 
than ordinary Excellence in Virtue, and a truly Chriſtian Fortitude of 
Mind, to ſur mount and overcome them. Ge | 

It is a great Experiment upon our Courage to ſuffer 1n our own 
Perſons, but to ſuffer in our Wives, in our Children, and in our 


* Heb. zi. 37. 
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amilies, this is a dreadful Circumſtance that imbitters our Perſcu- 
on, and mangles our Suffering with Gall. 
In a Word then, Let us all unite in this earneſt Prayer for the 
| hob and Succeſ of this Eftabliſhment. That God would gra- 
cioully be pleas d to multiply his Bleſſings upon all concern'd in 7his 
* moſt religious and charitable Undertaking---That hewould profper the 
m ork of their Hands upon them — That he would mercifully look 
pon the hear ar es of his humble Servants for their Health and 
We fare — T would ſtretch forth the Right-hand of his Ma- 
geſty, to be their Defence a . all their Enemies That he would 
neither deſtroy their Vines with Hail-ſtones, nor their Mulberry Trees 
wirb the Froſt; but that he may love and bleſs them, and watch 
over them, and delight to do them good in this Life, and at length 
| crown their Labours with . Glory in the World to come, 
tbr Feſus Chriſt our bleſſed Lord and Saviour, to whom with God 
© #he Father, and God the eternally Bleſſed SPIRIT, be aſerib'd, as is 


| moſt due, the Kingdom, the Prov, and the Glory, for ever and 


ever. Amen, 


a7. * 


